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Various sugar related articles  
 
The Executive Director would like to draw your attention to the articles below all of which are 
relevant to the sugar sector. 
 

 

 
 

C O M M U N I Q U É  D E  P R E S S E  

 
FRANCK SANDER, REELU PRESIDENT DE LA CGB  
Lors de sa réunion du 26 janvier 2023, le Conseil d’administration de la CGB a réélu à l’unanimité 
Franck Sander à la présidence de la Confédération Générale des planteurs de Betteraves (CGB). 
Cela traduit la pleine confiance du Conseil d’Administration en son Président, dans une période 
troublée pour la filière betteravière.  
 
Elu depuis 2019, Franck Sander s’engage pour un cinquième mandat afin de représenter et 
défendre les betteraviers. Cette élection intervient en pleine tempête pour un secteur ébranlé 
par la décision de la Cour de justice européenne (CJUE) du 19 janvier dernier, qui met en danger 
toute une filière, déjà fragilisée par la première crise de la jaunisse en 2020. 
 
Full press release attached. 
 

______________ 
 
Sugaronline Ebriefing 

ARGENTINA: Government increases ethanol prices 
Argentina’s government increased prices for sugarcane and corn ethanol mixed in gasoline in the 
domestic market by about 5% to ARS129.31 per litre (US$0.70), according to Infocampo. 

The price rise announcement was published in the country’s official gazette on Jan. 23. 

The government said the price rise was in accordance with the resolution 852/2021, which 
established that ethanol price adjustment would be applied following the percentage variation in 
the prices of gasoline sold at pump stations by YPF in Buenos Aires. 

 

 

https://www.sugaronline.com/2023/01/27/argentina-government-increases-ethanol-prices-3/
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SOUTH AFRICA: SA Canegrowers says industry faces losses due to blackouts 
South African sugarcane industry association SA Canegrowers estimates the local industry will 
face at least ZAR723 million (US$42 million) in losses in 2023 related to power outages, reports 
Sugaronline. 

“With milling giant Tongaat Hulett in business rescue, and the destructive Health Promotion Levy 
already hampering the industry, these losses are potentially catastrophic for growers and the 
industry’s workers,” the chairperson of SA Canegrowers, Andrew Russell, said in a statement 
released on Jan. 26. 

“SA Canegrowers is therefore appealing to government to put short-term measures in place to 

mitigate the impact of loadshedding on growers while long-term solutions are considered.” 

SA estimates the blackouts affect 1,135 irrigated growers who employ more than 10,000 workers. 

Around 34% of South Africa’s sugarcane is produced in irrigated areas including Komatipoort and 
Malelane in Mpumalanga, and Pongola in KwaZulu-Natal. 

SA Canegrowers expects growers to incur more than ZAR189 million (US$10.98 million) in 
additional energy costs in 2023 on account of the disruption to irrigation schedules. 

“Most irrigated growers in KwaZulu-Natal and Mpumalanga operate on a Ruraflex system which 
allows them to pay a lower tariff for operating during low demand times. But the converse also 
applies – growers pay a significantly higher rate for pumping during peak demand times. As a 
result of loadshedding, growers have been forced to irrigate whenever electricity is available, 
regardless of demand,” Russel said. 

Growers are also facing yield losses as they have fewer hours of continuous energy supply. They 
need a minimum of six hours of continuous energy for proper irrigation, and the intermittency of 
the power supply is disrupting irrigation and irrigated growers are estimated to lose up to 40% 
water capacity. 

 

UK: Study says sugar tax may have helped prevent obesity in some girls 
Researchers from the University of Cambridge found that the sugar tax on the soft-drinks industry 
in the United Kingdom may have helped to prevent obesity in thousands of older primary school 
children, according to Bloomberg. 

According to the study published in the journal PLOS Medicine, the levy was associated with an 
8% relative decline in obesity levels in girls aged 10-11, preventing around 5,000 cases of obesity 
per year. 

No change in obesity prevalence in boys of that age or in younger children was found as a result 
of the tax. 

 
FoodNavigator.Com 

 
Has the UK’s sugar tax really worked for girls? And if so, why not boys? 

 

https://www.sugaronline.com/2023/01/27/south-africa-sa-canegrowers-says-industry-faces-losses-due-to-blackouts/
https://www.sugaronline.com/2023/01/27/uk-study-says-sugar-tax-may-have-helped-prevent-obesity-in-some-girls/
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/01/27/Has-the-UK-s-sugar-tax-really-worked-for-girls-And-if-so-why-not-boys?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
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Additional strategies beyond a soft drinks levy will be needed to reduce obesity, particularly in 
older boys and younger children, according to new Cambridge University research that some 
have called ‘speculative’. 

https://www.foodnavigator.com/article/2023/01/27/has-the-uk-s-sugar-tax-really-worked-for-
girls-and-if-so-why-not-boys  

 
Act now!’: Food firms massively unprepared as US water risks reach boiling point 

 
 
Immediate collective action among food companies, municipal actors and NGOs is needed to 
avert a water crisis that poses real short-term threats to the food and agriculture sectors in the 
US, water risk experts have found. 

https://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/article/2023/01/27/act-now!-food-firms-massively-
unprepared-as-us-water-risks-reach-boiling-point  

 
Sugaronline Ebriefing 

FRANCE: Cristal Union raises sugar beet price after ban on pesticide 
Cristal Union announced on Jan. 27 a raise in the target price that it will pay for sugar beets in 
2023 after the French government dropped plans to allow growers to use neonicotinoid pesticides 
following a decision by an EU court banning emergency uses of the chemical, according to 
Reuters. 

Cristal Union said it plans to pay EUR45 euros (US$48.99) per tonne of beets in 2023, up from 
EUR40, premium included, paid for the 2022 crop, based on the sugar content of 16 degrees. 

The cooperative’s chairman Olivier de Bohan said in a statement that the price increase aims to 
support and encourage cooperative members to maintain or even increase their sugar beet areas. 

 
FoodNavigator.Com 

Who is Unilever’s new CEO and is split and spin back on the table?  
 

 
 

Unilever has named Royal FrieslandCampina boss Hein Schumacher as its new CEO. Could this 
mean that a spin-off of the group’s food businesses could be back on the menu? Or does 
Schumacher’s strong grounding in food and nutrition suggest the internal impetus to spur F&B 
growth will strengthen? 

https://www.foodnavigator.com/article/2023/01/30/who-is-unilever-s-new-ceo-and-is-split-and-
spin-back-on-the-table 

 

https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/01/27/Has-the-UK-s-sugar-tax-really-worked-for-girls-And-if-so-why-not-boys?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/01/27/Has-the-UK-s-sugar-tax-really-worked-for-girls-And-if-so-why-not-boys?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/Article/2023/01/27/Act-now!-Food-firms-massively-unprepared-as-US-water-risks-reach-boiling-point?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/Article/2023/01/27/Act-now!-Food-firms-massively-unprepared-as-US-water-risks-reach-boiling-point?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/Article/2023/01/27/Act-now!-Food-firms-massively-unprepared-as-US-water-risks-reach-boiling-point?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.sugaronline.com/2023/01/30/france-cristal-union-raises-sugar-beet-price-after-ban-on-pesticide/
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/01/30/Who-is-Unilever-s-new-CEO-and-is-split-and-spin-back-on-the-table?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/01/30/Who-is-Unilever-s-new-CEO-and-is-split-and-spin-back-on-the-table?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/01/30/Who-is-Unilever-s-new-CEO-and-is-split-and-spin-back-on-the-table?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
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Coca-Cola adds tethered closures to boost PET recycling in Europe 

 

Eighteen months ahead of the EU Directive 2019/204 deadline, The Coca Cola Company is rolling 
out tethered caps onto its bottles in EU markets. 

https://www.foodnavigator.com/article/2023/01/30/coca-cola-adds-tethered-closures-to-boost-
pet-recycling-in-europe  

__________________________ 

 

 

 
  

https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/01/30/coca-cola-adds-tethered-closures-to-boost-pet-recycling-in-europe?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/01/30/coca-cola-adds-tethered-closures-to-boost-pet-recycling-in-europe?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/01/30/coca-cola-adds-tethered-closures-to-boost-pet-recycling-in-europe?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
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Paris, le 26 janvier 2023 
 

C O M M U N I Q U É  D E  P R E S S E 
 

FRANCK SANDER, REELU PRESIDENT DE LA CGB 
 

Lors de sa réunion du 26 janvier 2023, le Conseil d’administration de la CGB a réélu à 

l’unanimité Franck Sander à la présidence de la Confédération Générale des planteurs de 

Betteraves  (CGB).  Cela  traduit  la  pleine  confiance  du  Conseil  d’Administration  en  son 

Président, dans une période troublée pour la filière betteravière. 
 

Elu depuis 2019, Franck Sander s’engage pour un cinquième mandat afin de représenter et 

défendre les betteraviers. Cette élection intervient en pleine tempête pour un secteur ébranlé par 

la décision de la Cour de justice européenne (CJUE) du 19 janvier dernier, qui met en danger toute 

une filière, déjà fragilisée par la première crise de la jaunisse en 2020. 
 

Le Conseil d’administration de la CGB a réitéré sa demande de soutien au gouvernement, à la veille 

des semis de betteraves. Les planteurs attendent, le plus rapidement possible, le détail du plan 

d’accompagnement annoncé par Marc Fesneau, ministre de l’Agriculture et de la souveraineté 

alimentaire, avec la garantie de compenser intégralement les pertes en cas de jaunisse et de 

stopper les distorsions de concurrence. 
 

A l’issue de son élection, Franck Sander a déclaré « Un planteur souhaite être rémunéré pour son 

travail. Dans ce cas exceptionnel, en l’absence de solutions techniques efficaces et sans aucune 

autre option aujourd’hui, il doit avoir l’assurance d’une compensation financière de l’intégralité 

des pertes qui seraient dues à la jaunisse, sans franchise, ni plafonnement. 
 

J’appelle les planteurs à attendre le plan d’accompagnement du gouvernement avant de prendre 

des décisions hâtives pour leurs assolements et à faire leurs choix en connaissance de cause. Le 

gouvernement doit apporter rapidement un maximum de garanties aux betteraviers afin de 

passer le cap de 2023 et au-delà. 
 

La CGB compte aussi sur l’Etat pour amplifier son soutien politique et financier à la poursuite du 

Plan National de Recherche et d’innovation (PNRI) mis en place depuis fin 2020. 
 

Nous  attendons aussi du gouvernement que la décision de la CJUE ne génère pas d’autres 

distorsions de concurrence entre Etats Membres pour la production betteravière. Dans le même 

esprit, nous demandons également la mise en place de clauses qui permettront de ne pas importer 

de sucre ou d’éthanol, issus de cultures traitées avec des produits phytosanitaires interdits en 

Europe. Il en va du maintien de notre souveraineté alimentaire et énergétique ». 
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Les agriculteurs qui constituent le Bureau de la CGB sont : 
 

Franck Sander*, Président (Alsace), 
Jean-Philippe Garnot, Secrétaire Général (Seine et Marne), 
Alexis Hache, Secrétaire Général adjoint (Oise), 
Guillaume Gandon, Vice-Président (Aisne), 
Alexandre Pelé, Vice-Président (Essonne/ Centre Val-de-Loire), 
Bertrand Languillat, Trésorier (Aube), 
Cyril Cogniard (Ardennes), 
Reynald Fréger (Seine-
Maritime), Vincent Gobillard 
(Marne), Fabien Hamot 
(Somme), 
Alexandre Quillet, Président de l’ITB (Eure), 
Didier Renoux (Yonne), 
Guillaume Wullens (Nord Pas-de-Calais). 

 

*Franck Sander, est agriculteur à Ohlungen (Alsace) où il exploite 150 hectares de betteraves, maïs, blé et 

houblon. Il livre ses betteraves à l’usine d’Erstein (Groupe coopératif Cristal Union). Il occupe aussi les fonctions de 

Président de la FDSEA du Bas-Rhin et Président de la CGB Alsace. 

 


